THE REVOLUTION
destruction of that proud dominion. He may even have seen
at this early time the building up upon the ruins of the French
splendour of a British greatness which should spread far and
wide throughout the world and set its stamp upon the future.
To William, Churchill's arrival at Axminster was an
enormous relief. Next to defeat his deadliest danger was
victory. To avoid bloodshed, to avoid beating with foreign
troops a British army in the field, was essential to his aim of
securing the throne. He welcomed his new adherent with
formal ceremony, and used his services to the best advantage.
It is said in the Life of James II that when Churchill
arrived at William's headquarters Marshal Schomberg greeted
him with the remark " that he was the first Lieutenant-General
he had ever heard that had deserted from his colours." But
William's manifesto to the British Army had said :
We hope likewise that you will not suffer yourselves to be
abused by a false Notion of Honour, but that you will in the first
place consider what you owe to Almighty God and your Religion,
to your Country, to your selves, and to your Posterity, which you,
as Men of Honour, ought to prefer to all private Considerations
and Engagements whatsoever.
We can well understand the Jacobite exiles putting such a
taunt in the mouth of Schomberg, but it seems unlikely that
William's confidant and second-in-command should at this
critical juncture have indulged in such an ill-timed and incon-
sistent affront. After all, Schomberg himself had, on this same
cause of Protestantism, changed sides not as a Lieutenant-
General, but as a Marshal of France, and no man lay more
exposed than he to a rejoinder in kind.1
It cannot be proved that the defection of so many im-
portant officers destroyed the possibility that the army would
fight. If a regular purge had been made, as Feversham
proposed, and sergeants promoted to fill all vacancies in the
commissioned ranks, if Catholic or French officers had been
1 Among the pictures which Marlborough collected at Holywell is one (now in
Earl Spencer's possession) of Marshal Schomberg. It was painted specially for
Marlborough, and it seems unlikely that he would have been at such pains to per-
petuate in his own home the memory of a man who had offered him so blatant an
insult on such a decisive occasion.
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